THE    GREAT    TUDORS
months5 supply of provisions into the town. When Leicester
learned of this, from a Spanish prisoner, he ordered the
interception of the convoy. Some three hundred horse and
two hundred foot took up their position a mile and a half
outside the town. Through the mists of daybreak, on
October 2, 1586, the convoy was heard approaching. It
was found to consist of three thousand men. The struggle
that ensued was as brave as it was futile. Three times
the English broke through the enemies' lines; and in the
third charge, Sidney, who had already had one horse shot
under him and who, from an exaggerated sense of chivalry,
had thrown off his thigh-pieces because he saw the veteran
Sir William Pelham riding without any, was struck by a
musket-ball three inches above the knee. He was carried
to the English camp, and it was while he was being thus
painfully conveyed that the immortal gesture was made.
But it was in the agonising days which followed that
Sidney showed to the full that courage which, in his case,
was truly a triumph of the spirit over the flesh.
"When they began to dress his wounds," wrote
Greville, "he ... told them that while his strength
was still entire, his body free from fever, and his mind
able to endure, they might freely use their art, cut, and
search to the bottom. For besides his hope of health,
he would make this farther profit of the pains which he
must suffer, that they should bear witness they had
indeed a sensible natured man under their hands, yet
one, to whom a stronger Spirit had given power above
himself^ either to do or suffer."
Some days later he sent for various ministers of religion
and requested them to discuss with him the immortality of
the soul. Of the last day of all, Gifford, one of these
ministers, has left a full and most moving account.
"... It was proved to him by testimonies and
infallible reasons out of the Scriptures that, although his
understanding and senses should fail, yet that faith,
which he had now, could not fail, but would hold still
the power and victory before God: yes, in that respect
all one as if he had his senses and understanding. At
this he did with a cheerful and smiling countenance put
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